Paraspinal motor evoked potentials by magnetic stimulation of the motor cortex.
The authors studied five patients with MS and four patients with HTLV-1 associated myelopathy (HAM) to investigate the usefulness of paraspinal motor evoked potentials (MEP) after magnetic stimulation of the motor cortex. In patients with MS, MEP disappeared or onset latencies were delayed below the lesion. In patients with HAM, the onset latencies were prolonged bilaterally. Thus, paraspinal MEP are very useful in detecting spinal cord lesions.